Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION HONORING RUDOLPH “RUDY” WILSON

RESOLUTION # 15 – 298
WHEREAS, Rudolph "Rudy" Wilson was born December 12, 1924; and

WHEREAS, Rudy, affectionately known by the Lansing community as "Mr. NAACP," served as branch president from (1977-1986); and

WHEREAS, his undying and relentless commitment established a strong legacy for modeling stellar NAACP leadership, he fought tirelessly long after his official tenure ended earning him the honor of President Emeritus of the Lansing NAACP; and

WHEREAS, Rudy was the first black salaried professional employee at Lansing's General Motors Corporation where he continually negotiated over the years to ensure that equitable hiring practices were being followed; and 

WHEREAS, he also led a massive campaign against the Quality Dairy Stores to promote fairness in hiring minorities; and 

WHEREAS, during this time, he spearheaded strategies to increase the number of African American employees at Jackson National Life Insurance Company; and

WHEREAS, Rudy had a deep interest in education for all young people, he  served as a watchdog on behalf of the school desegregation order with Lansing Public Schools, and for many years until 2012 served as a member of the Ingham County RESA School Board; and

WHEREAS, Rudolph Wilson passed away on August 6, 2015.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of  Commissioners hereby honors Rudolph Wilson for his many years of outstanding service and the contributions he has made to the County of Ingham and its citizens. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Rudy has touched the lives of many and will live forever in the hearts of colleagues, friends and family. 

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  8/18/15
